A RANGE TO CLIMB

Notes for Lecturers

Castlemartin is in Pembrokeshire and contains some of the best sea cliff climbing in the country, and the climbing is internationally famous. 

Its cliffs also provide a highly significant habitat for birds.  

The Ministry of Defence owns a major section of the cliffs and uses the land behind the cliffs for military training purposes, including live firing (with a consequent risk of unexploded ordnance).

Access for rock climbing was more or less impossible but over the last 30 years or so, with sustained effort on all side, access has gradually improved.  However, many restrictions still remain.

Monitoring work is in place so that effects of climbing can be identified and management regimes will be modified where necessary.

Questions

What reasons are the MoD likely to offer for not allowing unfettered access to the cliffs?

What are the main risks to the current relatively good relationships between climbers, conservationists and landowners (i.e. the MoD)?

What further relaxations in the regime of access restrictions would you argue for, why these and what would be your approach?

What messages would you want to give to visiting climbers about the restriction regime and how would you convey that message?

