DUTCH BANKERS

Notes for Lecturers

Hadrian’s Wall is an internationally famous historic feature and attracts people from all over the world.  It has become a focus for organised events and companies have come into existence to cater for this market.

It is a highly valued and protected site – it is a World Heritage Site and Scheduled Monument.  Its main points of interests are archaeological features, many of which remain buried and vulnerable to erosion.

The site was chosen as a venue for a trip of Dutch bankers.  With little pre-planning, a group of 850 people descended on a popular section of the Wall (around Milecastle 38).  Their visit was in January and coincided with a period of wet weather.  A massive amount of damage was done.

When the Hadrian’s Wall management team were approached a few years later with a request for a visit by the same group (but with more people), the first reaction was to say “No”.  

However, with open discussion and a flexible approach, a formula was arrived at so that the trip could go ahead and the risk of further damage removed.

Questions

Do the Dutch Bankers need permission (either from the landowner or the managers of the Wall) to stage their event?  (i.e. could they, in reality, have refused the request?)

What are the reasons for saying “Yes” to the request?

What do you think were the key issues in the discussions and why?

If you were managing the Wall, what conditions would you ask the group to adhere to?

Do you think you should make a charge for the visit?

