HIERARCHY OF TRAILS ROUTES

Notes for Lecturers

Driving of motor vehicles along public rights of way has been a contentious subject for many years.  Most people do not understand the legal position.

National Park Authorities and other local authorities are concerned about the impact of motor vehicles on other rights of way users.  Some see driving of vehicles as being against the principle of quiet enjoyment and so should not be actively promoted.  Yet, it is a legitimate activity on some routes.

The Hierarchy of Trails Routes is an attempt by member of the Trail Riders’ Fellowship and the Lake District National Park Authority to manage vehicle use in a way that minimises impact on the environment and other users.

Questions

What is the only category of public right of way over which legal rights for the public to drive motor vehicles have been proven to exist?

Why do you think other users (walkers, cyclists and horse riders) are unhappy with motor vehicles using public rights of way?

What do you think are the key factors that have made HoTR successful, and why?

