CLIMBING AT HOLWICK SCAR

Notes for Lecturers

Holwick Scar is a small crag in the North Pennines; its geology is of interest as it is part of the Whin Sill that can be found at outcrops throughout this area.  Its columnar structure makes it excellent for climbing.

Climbing at the Scar was banned in the 1970s by the landowner but the Scar and surrounding area were mapped as CRoW access land and are now available for public access, including climbing.

However, the rocks are of interest not only for their geology but also for various species of plants that inhabit the cliff faces.  

Local conservation authorities were sufficiently concerned at the risks posed by climbers to the cliff vegetation, and the rocks themselves, that they were considering banning climbing.  A further concern was that there was a lot of potential for climbers putting up new routes in areas where the vegetation was least disturbed.

Intervention by the Countryside Agency and BMC led to a re-think and development of a local code of practice for climbing.

Questions

What were the concerns of Natural England/English Nature that led them to consider banning climbing?

What powers do Natural England have for banning climbing?

What types of suggestions might climbers have made for minimising their impacts on sensitive and important species and rocks?

Why did the involvement of the Countryside Agency and BMC lead to a re-think?

How would you suggest monitoring the situation?

Do you think the code is likely to be followed and explain why you think this?

