ORIENTEERING THE HARD WAY

Notes for Lecturers

BOF is an environmentally-aware organisation – it has an environmental policy and guidelines for event organisers that place environmental concerns high on their list of priorities.  

Orienteering is done as an organised event.  The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 does not provide a right for organised events.  So, event organisers usually need the permission of the landowner for the event to take place.  

Where the proposed location for the event is statutorily protected for nature conservation reasons, and the type of activity proposed is listed as an ‘operation likely to damage’ (OLD), then consent is also needed from the relevant nature conservation body (in this case Natural England – English Nature at the time of the case study).  

In this case study:

· the event was an international competition, but it only involved less than 250 competitors (large orienteering events can involve 2,000 competitors). Unlike a cross-country race, these are distributed widely in time (starting at intervals) and space (the entire competition area) so impacts would be very diffused. The biggest concentrations would be around control sites, but not all competitors visit the same sites as they are on separate courses. Finally, competitors run in total silence wearing only a light track suit and light studded shoes. 
· the organisers wanted to use two sites designated as being of international importance and as soon as this became known, were advised that what they were proposing would encounter many obstacles;

· the type of event planned is likely to be regarded as an OLD, so consent from the nature conservation body will be needed; 

· this can take a lot of time, and in this case, the Environment Officer was informed 18 months in advance of the event.

· the landowner (in this case the MOD) is likely to ‘do things by the book’ and follow the advice of another government agency.

· The army users of two areas (Long Valley and Mitchett) carry out military exercises regularly, involving troops and motorised vehicles including tanks. Soldiers camp, cook and conceal themselves all over the area. They were also running an army orienteering event in the area a few weeks before this event. 

Questions

In your view:

· What threats to conservation did the event present?

· The two people at the head of organisation were both ex-army. What might have been their perspective?

· English Nature spent a great deal of time on this case. From the evidence which parties showed a ‘Best Of Both Worlds’ attitude?

· What did the event organisers get wrong?

· What would have been a better approach to hosting the event?

What sort of suggestions could you have made to help allay fears of the landowner and English Nature, in order to get their permission/consent?  (e.g. timing of the event to better match nature conservation interests; identifying ‘out-of-bound’ areas; limiting entry numbers; sensitive location of parking)

How would you convince them that these ideas could be delivered in an acceptable way? (i.e. could your ideas be enforced?; do they conform to codes of good practice that are widely followed?)

Using the BoBW website, what would you say is the lead in time needed for an event of this magnitude?

