PROGRESS IN THE NEW FOREST

Notes for Lecturers

The New Forest is now a National Park, currently the only one in the heavily populated south east of England.  Within its boundaries, there are large areas of open land which is popular with members of the public who live in surrounding towns and cities.  People come to walk, exercise their dogs, picnic and ride (bikes and horses).

It is also a very valuable site for nature conservation, historic features and its landscape.  The sheer volume of visitors can give rise to conflict not only between different user groups but also between users and the nature conservation interests.

The PROGRESS project used computer-modelling techniques to examine patterns of public access at a variety of sensitive sites within the Forest and tested out ways in which unacceptable levels of visitor pressure could be alleviated.

Having identified key pressure points and solutions for relieving this pressure, the need was for implementation.  A key to this was securing ‘ownership’ of the solutions by those affected by it – the different user groups.

Various methods were used, including setting up a stakeholders’ forum.

Questions

What are the key conflicts that had to be resolved?

What are the main threats to nature conservation arising from public access?

What techniques were used for influencing patterns of visitor behaviour?

Which steps in the process of conflict resolution do you think were critical to the successful outcome?

What variables do you think should be monitored to judge the continuing effectiveness of the measures used?

