WALKING ON ACCESS LAND IN LINCS

Notes for Lecturers

The situation at the site remains slightly sensitive and so its location is not revealed, but the issues involved are relevant at many locations.

The site concerned is sensitive for nature conservation – it is a SSSI and the features of interest include vegetation and some rare insects.  Grazing is important to maintaining the site’s conservation value.

Before CRoW, there was no right of public access but the land was mapped as Access Land, despite a challenge from the landowners (who are private individuals rather than companies or public sector bodies).  

The land is now available for access but there is no means of people getting access from public highways except by climbing fences etc.  Walkers have asked that means of access (stiles or gates) are provided.

The site is in a remote location away from any settlements but near to minor road.

Questions

What reasons might the landowners have for resisting suggestions for improving public access facilities?  

What significance would you place on each of these reasons?

What factors might have led both the Local Access Forum and Natural England into thinking that level of public use would be low?

What suggestions would you make to the landowners to alleviate their concerns?

Do you think any forms of restrictions on public access are necessary and if so, what forms of restrictions would you propose?

